Georgia Institute of Technology Announces Partnership

with Johnson & Johnson Corporate Office of Science and Technology
Atlanta, GA July 19, 2006  – The Petit Institute for Bioengineering and Bioscience at the Georgia Institute of Technology has formed a partnership with the Johnson & Johnson Corporate Office of Science and Technology (COSAT) designed to stimulate cross-disciplinary, collaborative research that will have a major impact on healthcare and biomedical research. 

Through the partnership, called the “Johnson & Johnson/Georgia Institute of Technology Healthcare Innovation Awards,” each organization will provide funding for innovative research initiatives around the development of new health care technologies. 

The collaboration with Johnson & Johnson’s COSAT represents the maturation of the long-standing relationship with IBB that was initiated through its Industrial Partners Program through the institute in 1994.  

Seventeen proposals were submitted and four projects were chosen based on their innovative and translational research qualities.  Each project is spear-headed by two co-principal investigators, with each representing a different discipline and with at least one of these faculty members in the Petit Institute for Bioengineering and Bioscience. The projects awarded funding are:

Delivery of Novel Anti- Inflammatory Agents via Biodegradable Nano Particles: A New Therapeutic Strategy for Inflammatory Disease. Sheldon W. May, Ph.D (Chemistry and Biochemistry) and Niren Murthy, Ph.D. (Biomedical Engineering).

Microgel Interfaces for Active Control of Inflammation. Andrew Lyon, Ph.D. (Chemistry and Biochemistry) and Andres Garcia, Ph.D. (Mechanical Engineering). 

Novel Lipids as New Targets for Viral Agents. Jospeh LeDoux, Ph.D. (Biomedical Engineering), Alfred H. Merrill, Ph.D. (Biology) and May Wang, Ph.D. (Biomedical Engineering).  

Tissue Engineered Pancreatic Substitute Based on a System of Autologous Non- Beta Cells. Athanassios Sambanis, Ph.D. (Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering) and Peter Thule, M.D. (Veteran Administration, Atlanta and Emory University).  

The Partnership between COSAT and IBB is a natural one because both have a shared value in a collaborative research approach to solving complex heath care problems.  The Petit Institute for Bioengineering and Bioscience was built over a decade ago to create an interdisciplinary environment to foster and support collaborative research.  The building is configured into eight wings and houses research in the areas of bioinformatics, biomaterials, biomechanics, cellular and molecular biology, drug design and delivery, genetics, imaging, nanotechnology, regenerative medicine, stem cell research, structural biology and systems biology.  The building was designed to provide the flexibility required to meet the growing needs in bio-related research.   

Each organization will provide an equal sum to the four research teams.  By partnering, both entities strengthen their ability to further meaningful research geared towards developing innovative health care technologies.  This partnership will also promote the exchange of research, information and technologies between the two groups which will hold the potential for further funding by government agencies such as the National Institutes of Health, National Science Foundation and other private foundations or sources.  

The Institute for Bioengineering and Bioscience and the Georgia Institute of Technology community as a whole give a sincere “thank you” to Johnson & Johnson’s Corporate Office of Science and Technology for their generous gift and strong support throughout the years. 

