
Director, Research & Development
About us:
Cambridge BioPartners is an executive search firm retained by our client to conduct the search for the Director whose chief responsibility will be to lead the development of an advanced human surrogate model of the liver.
Our client company is a developer of validated, cell-based human surrogate models of organ systems that can predict drug effects at early stages in the drug development cycle.
Our client’s proprietary technology imposes human-derived parameters on human primary cells to recreate their human biology. Our client’s proof of concept studies demonstrate that its technology is far more predictive of human responses than traditional cell culture and animal testing.
Our client’s customers and collaborators include pharmaceutical, biotech companies and non-profit institutions that are leveraging the technology to address specific therapeutic areas.
Last fall, the company formed a new division to provide scientific expertise and a proprietary human surrogate liver model to assess potential hepatotoxicity and to accelerate discovery of innovative liver disease drug therapies in a novel system that closely mimics the biology and architecture of the human liver. 
This will vastly improve the ability to identify safe new drugs and to discover new drug targets and compounds that have a greater likelihood of successful treatment of liver diseases.
Our client is a privately held company that is well-financed and based in Virginia. 
The company is led by an experienced executive and scientific team. Laboratory operations are directed by PhD experts in human biology and human surrogate models.
Job Summary:
The Director will be responsible for leading the team conducting research & development and collaboration programs for the Company’s new division. The Director will lead and manage a team of scientists and research specialists toward the development of an advanced human surrogate model of the liver. 
Qualifications:


· Background in human/animal liver biology/physiology/pathology/biochemistry with 5-10 years experience. Post-master’s advanced graduate degree, e.g. PhD, MD/PhD, MD, DVM or VMD
· Expertise in the isolation or culture of primary liver cells
· Expertise in the engineering of in vitro models of animal and human liver tissues using novel technologies
· Some background in drug and/or chemical liver metabolism and toxicity
· Some industry experience preferred, but not required



Immediate Research & Development Tasks:

· Ability to effectively manage timelines and scientific staff to achieve goal of development of the liver models
· Develop a human hepatocyte (HC) platform for chronic toxicity studies
· Develop a human sinusoidal endothelial cell (SEC)/HC liver surrogate model
· Develop a rat SEC/HC liver surrogate model
· Develop endpoint assays for the validation of the liver models
· Design and conduct robust proof-of-concept validation of the liver models
· Secure research funding from non-dilutive sources (e.g., NIH SBIR)
· Communicate proof-of-concept results to Executive Scientific Team
· Communicate proof-of-concept results to prospective industry partners
· Present results at industry meetings/conferences
· Publish peer-reviewed scientific papers


Additional Leadership Qualities:


· Excellent written and oral communication skills
· Ability to effectively identify, communicate and resolve research and business development issues in a timely manner

About the review process:
All resumes and information provided will be reviewed and qualified candidates will be contacted promptly for additional evaluation. No phone calls please.
Contact:
Please e-mail your CV and cover letter to Wyatt Miller, wmiller@cambridgebiopartners.com. 
Cambridge BioPartners will not distribute your CV outside of the client referenced in the above position. 
Our client is an Equal Opportunity Employer that offers a competitive salary and benefits package. Thank you for considering this position.








