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TERMIS Council Statement:  I am honored to be nominated to run for TERMIS-AM Council.  I have been 
a member of TERMIS and regular meeting participant for over a decade. I co-organized a session on 
Organ Rejuvenation for the 2013 TERMIS-NA meeting in Atlanta, have served as a session chair and a 
speaker (TERMIS-EU Galway, Ireland in 2010, and TERMIS World Congress Kyoto, Japan in 2018) for 
several meetings. My PhD trainees have presented posters at TERMIS, including in the SYIS poster 
competition. I encourage trainees to join SYIS, and have enjoyed working with SYIS members as a co-
session chair, and a poster and podium presentation judge at several TERMIS conferences.  
 
My specific interests in running for a TERMIS Council position are: 
Research Training and Professional Development. One of my passions is developing PhD training 
experiences that prepare students for leadership positions in a variety of roles in regenerative science 
and engineering. I served as a co-PI of an NSF IGERT program at WPI (2012-2018) that integrated 
business and entrepreneurship courses, and industry and international internships, as part of students’ 
dissertation research and training. I would look forward to working with SYIS to develop and support 
programs to promote leadership and internship experiences for TERMIS trainees.  
Translational Science. TERMIS is well-positioned at the interface of academic research and clinical and 
commercial translation to serve as a vehicle for connecting new fields and elevating the science of 
regenerative medicine. I would look forward to developing new scientific connections to cutting edge 
clinical science and commercial innovation in cell therapy, tissue engineering, and tissue repair through 
TERMIS conferences, journals, membership drives, and strategic partnerships. 
National and International Conferences. I bring to the council extensive meeting planning and fund 
raising experience in other societies. I served as a BMES track chair (Cardiovascular Engineering – 2018, 
and Undergraduate Research – 2012) and leadership on the organizing committee of the North 
American Vascular Biology Organization (NAVBO) Vascular Matrix Biology and Bioengineering Workshop 
(2013, 2015; co-PI, NIH R13 to support the 2015 conference).   
 
Bio: I am an associate professor of biomedical engineering at Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI) in 
Worcester, MA. My research focuses on the application of cellular self-assembly systems for vascular 
and tracheal tissue engineering, and cell-derived extracellular matrix materials for antimicrobial peptide 
delivery and tissue repair. More recently, my lab has started to focus on developing technologies and 
workforce training programs aimed at advancing cell manufacturing processes and tissue engineered 
products. My research is supported by the National Institutes of Health (R01, R15), the National Science 
Foundation (Phase II STTR), and ManufacturingUSA Institutes - ARMI/BioFabUSA and NIIMBL.  
 
My research training and experience spans academia, industry, and international collaboration. I joined 
the WPI faculty in 2007 after completing postdoctoral training in Dr. Tom Wight’s lab at the Benaroya 
Research Institute in Seattle, Washington, where I studied elastogenesis in smooth muscle cells for 
vascular tissue engineering. I earned a PhD in Bioengineering at the University of Washington, where I 
worked in Dr. Chuck Murry’s lab on controlled proliferation of grafted skeletal myoblasts for myocardial 
infarct repair; and a bachelor’s degree in Biochemistry from Brown University (with Honors Thesis in Dr. 
Edith Mathiowitz’s lab on controlled release of plasmid DNA). Prior to graduate training, I worked for 
almost three years in the medical device industry on controlled release systems for orthopedic and 
cardiovascular regeneration. In 2015, I was awarded a fellowship from the German Academic Exchange 
Service (DAAD) to support a research visit to Dr. Katja Schenke-Layland’s lab at the Fraunhofer Institute 
in Stuttgart, Germany, focused on label-free imaging of human smooth muscle. 


