
 

Biosketch: 

Dr. Pedro Costa is a researcher, inventor, educator and entrepreneur. He is the founder, CEO and CTO of the company 

BIOFABICS, which is specialized in the creation of 3D biotissue analogues (www.biofabics.com). Through his company, 

Dr. Costa intends to fully democratize the access to biofabrication and organ-on-chip technologies by empowering 

researchers with advanced manufacturing capabilities and user-friendly software tools. 

Before founding BIOFABICS, Dr. Costa was the coordinator of the world’s first MSc Programme in Biofabrication at 

Utrecht University, manager of the Utrecht Biofabrication Facility and postdoctoral researcher at the University Medical 

Center Utrecht (Netherlands). 

Dr. Costa can be described as a biologist by training and engineer/maker by heart, given his undergraduate studies in 

applied biology followed by a PhD in biomedical engineering, having specialized in the combination of highly automated 

tools such as additive manufacturing (3D bioprinting) and bioreactor technologies for tissue engineering and regenerative 

medicine applications. He has previously worked in both academic and industrial environments, such as University of 

Minho (Portugal), Materialise NV (Belgium), Queensland University of Technology (Australia), Technical University of 

Munich (Germany) and is regularly hosted as a visiting scholar at Stanford University’s Medical School (USA). 

Dr. Costa has also received several awards for his work, among them the 2014 Translational Award (European Society 

for Biomaterials), the 2016 Young Investigator Award (2nd place) (International Society for Biofabrication) and the 2017 

Marie Sklodowska-Curie Individual Fellowship (European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme). 

Under Dr. Costa’s leadership, BIOFABICS has become a pivotal member in various EU-funded research projects (FET-

Open and RISE) and has established a large network of scientific and industrial collaborators who share the common 

mission of developing more efficient tissue/organ models and therapies. 

 

Commitment to TERMIS: 

02/2019 - Present Editorial Committee Member, TERMIS Global 

07/2019 - Present Scientific Advisory Board Member - TERMIS-AM Conference 2020 (Toronto, Canada) 

09/2018 - Present Scientific Advisory Board Member- TERMIS-AM Conference 2019 (Orlando, USA) 

01/2018 - Present Chair - Commercialization and Regulation Thematic Interest Working Group (TWIG) 

01/2016 – 12/2017 Vice Chair - Commercialization and Regulation Thematic Interest Working Group (TWIG) 

01/2017 – 05/2019 Elected SYIS-EU Industry Committee member 

Frequent organizer and chair of scientific symposia and business plan competitions at global and chapter TERMIS meetings 

 

 

Pedro Costa, PhD 

 

Dear colleagues, 

TERMIS has greatly evolved over the past thirteen years. Just like our field, 

it has become truly global and interdisciplinary while promoting great 

science. However, as scientists, we have been promising society new and 

improved medical treatments and greater quality of life. In order to fulfil this 

promise, we still must become more diverse and intersectoral and enable 

the translation of our science to the clinic and to industry, in the form of new 

products and services, and for the ultimate benefit of society’s real end-

users. We must also make an effort to communicate more efficiently, not 

only amongst ourselves but also in a way to further involve society’s various 

stakeholders. I believe that only in this way will we be able to fully 

accomplish our mission of improving health for society’s common good. 


